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. , [Kotb.— TJiis tract is intended to give the substance of twr> 
toajperain the Christian Witness, entitled " The Secret of (rod/* 
tlfd " The Character of Office in the present dispensation," and 
any one who is interested In the subject is referred to them- wr 
father infonnaUonrHesneci&lly to the former, which contains 
much which, for the sake of brevity, has been omitted here.] 
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ON APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION, &c, 



I* is remarkable how the Lord, when He has led us a 
little way by faith in simplicity of dependence on Him, 
provides, by the intervention of His gracious loving- 
kindness and guidance, for the exigency of circumstan- 
ces, which the failings of men produce around lis ; 
thereby teaching us to depend on Him for circumstances, 
as well as for ourselves ; and keeping us (the gxeat 
position of truth) in continual dependence, that we may, 
m our feebleness, learn the fulness of His recdurces, 
and the faithfulness of His love ; His watchful c&jfe 
thus keeps us leaning on it, our only security from the 
power of selfishness and evil. Men, in all circumstances, 
shrink from the sense of dependence — dependence upon 
God. It requires faith ; they are willing to trust man 
present* not God, to their eves absent : though this is 
a thing to be learned— it is the great lesson of the 
Christian dispensation — the character of all sanctity. 
It is true of righteousness in the Christian dispensation, 
for the righteousness of a Christian is another's and 
dot his own ; it is true as well in every circumstance 
of individual life, as in the necessities of the Church, 
and of course therefore it is ever true. The book of 
Numbers, the history of the Israelites, is a lesson of 
this— a lesson of faith. We get out of Egypt, not 
knowing perhaps how, whither, or where we are going, 
only that we are leaving Egypt ; but when Canaan is 
our constant hope, the wilderness is our constant way ; 
whether our journey be long or short, of vigour of 
attainment, or of self-earned weariness of unbelief, it 
is still through the wilderness ; and God is there with 
us teaching us faith, teaching us to depend upon God, 
where there is nothing else to depend upon. There 



may be green spots from Him who gives rivers in the 
•wilderness ; yea from our own souls rivers may flow, 
fed from the Rock that never fails ; at the command- 
ment of the Lord we may journey, at the command- 
toent of the Lord we may rest awhile ; manna may 
daily surround our camp, surely fed every morning^ 
efcrly dawn, but we are still in the wilderness, in entire 
dependence upon God, learning to enjoy, in the well- 
Uaujght lesson, of whence the enjoyment really comes. 
'Leasing the sense of this was the very mark of guilt in 
■&# Israelites in the land- — " A Syrian ready to perish/* 
was" their constant confession in their faith, when they 
Brbught the first fruits of that good land, a land of 
^vallies, and watered with the dew of heaven, a land 
where the Lord's eyes continually were. (Deut. xxvi. §.) 
This is our continual failing in the service of t3$e 
Church, namely, in the sense of . entire dependence. 
There is nothing so hard to the human heart as con- 
stant dependence, and yet there is nothing so foolish 
as self dependence. When faith fails we constantly 
-find out where we are. God will provide if we trust 
■Him ; but without him it is a wilderness indeed. The 
r Church, in its exigence, is ever apt to "loathe the 
; li^ht food," nevertheless it is conducted ever of God. 

But there is another state of things far worse than 

,J t2iis ; when Babylon has carried the body of the people 

~&way, the reluctance of the residue to stay in dependence 

of faith, and their determination to go down into Egypt 

For help, where judgment would surely overtake them. 

1 Such is the continual tendency of the human heart, such 

help is the Church therefore continually seeking. But 

Uie Church is not of this world, even as Christ is not of 

this world. And how is Christ not of this world? Surely 

in Spirit and in character He is not of it, as an evil 

world, unholy, opposite to God. When his spotless 

excellency passed through it, it was unscathed, though 

passing through every scene that wearies and bows 

down our frail and feeble hearts. But it was with other 

thoughts also that Jesus was not of this world, and so 

said He of His disciples. He was not of it but of 

heaven — the Lord from heaven ; and we are not of it, 



tut from thence, associated with Him who was holy, 
harmless, undefiled, and is now separate from sinners, 
made higher than the heavens, now in blessed associa- 
tion with Him who is the object of it there, and th# 
association is now entered into and realised by £ait&» 
which sees the glory of the dispensation accomplished 
in its Head. The founding of the dispensation upqn 
the accomplishment of the exaltation of its Head,, tjp 
of the greatest importance, because it is the, seal, qf 
t the character of the whole dispensation. It belongs, 
as being rejected in its Head from the world, :to tfce 
lieavenfies.* But it is not merely as the result of the 
treatment of the Lord, and His being glorified, that 
the dispensation had such a character, and .held such a 
place. In the purpose of God it had no other place. 
It was the secret of God " hidden from ages and gen- 
erations,^ and formed an extraordinary break in the 
dispensations, to the rejection, for their unbelief^ of 
the proper earthly people of God. It was a forming 
out of the earth but not for it, a body for Christ 5. a 
heavenly people associated with him in the glory i in 
Which He should be and should reign, when the fujl 
tune was come, over the earth, in those "time* of 
restitution which should come from the presence of; the 
' Lord." It is a system forming no part of the earthly 
system, though carried on through the death of Christ 
in the forming of its members in the earth. But when 
all things are gathered together in one in Christy in 
u the dispensation of the fulness of times," these,, will 
be associates of his glory ; and in them His glory and 
the riches of his grace will be shown, given them in 
Christ Jesus before the world began, (2 Tim. i. 9.) ac- 
cording to the gift of the Father. The Church was 
God's purpose formed for Christ's especial and per- 
sonal glory before the worlds, and kept secret till the 
time of his sending down the Spirit, after the actual 
glory was acompUshed, after Jesus had entered, in 
risen Manhood, into the glory which He had with the 
Father before the world was. 

• ro(£ iirwpavloiQ See Greek Eph. ii. 6. 



The Church has sought to settle itself here* i but>ii 
has no place on the earth. It may shew forth heavenly 
glory here according to that given to it; it has howsnrfev 
no place here, properly speaking, hot its place fis 4a 
glory with Christ in the heavenlies at his appearing^ 
ft We, through the Spirit, wait for the hope of rigid* 
aonsness by faith." ' H 

< dhe grace of the Gentile dispensation was- a secret 
mad* known on the work of Christ being finished, >htft 
itdi unpuralleled glory was that " which eye had: ndt 
aeexk* n&r ear heard, neither had entered into the heair| 
gf man to conceive," till God revealed it by His. Sphrk* 
ft was not that glory which forms the chief subject of 
direct prophetic testimony, for that is earthly glory* 
the other may be glanced at allusively, but Jewish ex- 
pectation was not very wrong. It is not by violently 
wresting language, and giving it a meaning quite d*» 
vetse from the literal, which would necessarily be ge* 
neral and vague, that we shall be most fully enabled to 
enter into the glory into which the faithful are now 
brought by the resurrection of Jesus, but by the learn* 
Jog that the subject was entirely new, and by man 
tothought of, unheard of, before. 
'jti ' The scriptural testimony to this is very abundant ; 
and it appears to me so important, in every point of 
Jtiew, to see that the present dispensation is not an 
improvement of the preceding, or an introduction to 
Ahe coming one, but so entirely isolated, that its direo* 
lory of conduct could only apply to itself, that I would 
4tote ; 80me of the most striking scriptures on this most 
Interesting point 

;u: Tho language of our Lord (Matt, xiii.) is important 
on this point, as showing that the things which were 
sooret before, were now revealed. " It is given unto 
you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven ; 
for verily I say unto you that many prophets and 
righteous men have desired to see those things which 
ye see and have not seen them, and to hear those 
things which ye hear and have not heard them." 
Again in Mark iv. 11, — " Unto you it is given 
to know the mystery of the kingdom of God." But the 



Load Himself intimated to Hkidieeipke that tfiey Mere 
not then in the capacity of entering- into the tlfiKBgjjof 
which He was both the subject and the coinmronoatcty 
**+>« I have yet many things to say onto you -bii£ ym 
cannot bear them now ; howbeit when He the Spirfo 
of truth is come, He will guide you into all truth ; && 
He will show you things to come" — we must thereto* 
look to the testimony of the Spirit through the ^.pdstlea. 
And here I would notice that remarkable testimotty^ttt 
the novelty and distinctness of this present dispensation 
(Rom. xvi. 25, 26.) " Now to Him that is of powers 
establish you according to my gospel, and the preaching 
of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation* of nth* 
mystery which was kept secret since the world begin* 
but now is made manifest) and by the scriptures of ttifc 
prophets, according to the commandment of the evevf 
lasting God, made known to all nations for the obe*- 
dience of faith : to God, only wise, be glory through 
Jesus Christ, for ever, Amen." '■ •-»*! 

Again, (1 Cor. ii. 6—12,) « We speak wisdom 
among them that are perfect, yet not tne wisdom- oi 
this world ; but we speak the wisdom of God in 1 * 
mystery, even the hidden wisdom which God ordained 
before the world unto our glory, which none of the 
princes of this world knew, for had they known it thfcy 
would not have crucified the Lord of Glory. — But as k 
is written, eye hath not seen, nor hear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of man, the things which 
God hath prepared for them that love Him. — But Qod. 
hath revealed them unto us by His Spirit ; for like 
Spirit searcheth all things, yea the deep things of Gtftof 
" Now we have receivea not the spirit of the world, but 
the Spirit which is of God ; that we might know the 
things that are freely given to us of God." It would be 
necessary to transcribe the whole of the 3rd, 4th, and 
5th chapters of the 2nd Epistle to the Corinthians, as 
bearing on the point. It will be sufficient at present 
to notice the marked contrast between the former and 
present dispensation. The ministration of death, written 
and engraven on stones was glorious, how shall not the 
ministration of the Spirit be rather glorious ? *' If the 
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ministration of condemnation be glory much more doth 
the ministration of righteousness exceed in glory. 
^ Even that which was made glorious had no gtory in tfrfe 
Respect, by reason of the glory that exceUeth.** Thitf 
i^ i suffice nt to shew the entire difference in the charac- 
ter of the former and the present dispensations, — £ha& 
tbey are, in fact, as opposite as death and life. . ; v *' 
«„•! would now state the more direct testimony of tki» 
4&me Apostle in the Epistles to the Ephesiaris' a&& 
(Jolossians. — " Having made known to us the ihystSiy 
of- His will, according to His good pleasure which ' PiuSr 
hath purposed in Himself, that in the dispensation'^ 1 
the fulness of times, He might gather together ; W 
one, all things in Christ, both which are in heaven' totift 
which are on earth." The preceding verses most clearly- 
state what God's good pleasure had been, even thg 
secret of God in His mind from all eternity, not onljf" 
to have a people on the earth in whom He would b£ 
giorified, but sons in heaven ; joint-heirs with the Sot* 
o£ His love, of all the giory He had given Him. The 
stability both of that in heaven as well of that on earth, 
dpuld only be in Christ. But the great wonder waa 
that in the introduction of this novel and transcendant 
giory, it was not confined to those " whose were the 
promises," but came in a way of direct sovereignty on 
the part of God, and for the express purpose of display*- 
itig " in the ages to come the exceeding riches of ma 
grace," " that the Gentiles also might praise God for 
His i mercy." The Apostle therefore places Jews and 
Gentiles entirely on the same level as to this — " In 
wtxom also we have obtained an inheritance, being pre* 
d&stinated according to the purpose of Him who work- 
etih all things after the counsel of His own will, that we 
(Jews) should be to the praise of His glory, who first 
trusted in Christ : in whom ye also (Gentiles) after 
that ye had the word of truth, the gospel of your salva- 
tion, in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealeoV 
with that Holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest 
of our inheritance (as common to both) until the re- 
demption of the purchased possession, unto the praise 
of His glory." 



~ There was a twofold secret of God now made known. 
If hat. any should have been chosen to be blessed with all 
spiritual blesings in the heavenlies in Christ, was a 
thing quite travel to those whose proper expectation 
was Messiah over them, as the Son of David in earthly 
glory. But -there was besides, that this was to b* 
preached uaijo. the Gentiles and they that were to he 
called into participation of it. Accordingly wo find the 
Appstle resuming the subject (c. iii.) " If ye have heard 
of ithe dispensation of the grace of God which is given 
met to you* ward, (Gentiles,) how that by revekttion' x Ho 
made known unto me the mysteries (as I wrote in a four 
^ords, whereby when ye read, ye may understand my 
knowledge in the mystery of Christ), which in other 
ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it 14 
now revealed unto the holy Apostles and Prophets by 

3 e Spirit, that the Gentiles should be fellow-heirs, ana 
the same body, and partakers of His promise i» 
Christ by the Gospel : ... that I should preach among 
the Gentiles, the untraceable* riches of Christ, and to 
make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, 
which from the beginning of the world hath been hid 
in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ ; to the 
intent, that now unto the principalities and powers in 
heavenly places, might be known by the Church the 
manifold wisdom of God." 

And here the mischief of confounding all things, and 
limiting God to that which occupies our mind, is very 
apparent. The Church has at the same time forgotten ' 
her distinctive glory, and learnt to be high-minded : to 
judge from the thoughts of most Christians, one would 
think that the Jews were kept distinct, and in their 
present state, merely to afford evidence to Gentiles of 
God's favour to themselves. How little is it remember- 
ed, that the mystery made known, was, that the GentiU* 

J * •'Unsearchable" in our translation does not convey the 
idea; it is that of which there is no trace. The same word 
(Rom. xi. 33) is rendered " past finding out." In both cases 
they allude to mis revealed mystery, and I believe are intended 
by the Spirit to convey to our minds that there was no trace of 
it or clue to it until it was actually revealed. 
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should be feUow-heirs and of the same body, and parr* 
takers of His promise in Christ ; but there is this* 
.most important to be noticed, that the mystery tbftty 
revealed to the Apostles by the Spirit, had not in otfy^c 
|Lges been made known to the sons of men, but from; tile 
beginning of the world had been hid in God* .lj<flj 
^the restitution of all things," God had spoken of ljy upft 
tiibuth of all His holy Prophets, since the world beganjt? 
rActs iii. 21.) so that it cannot be the same with the 
jfoystery now made known, and clearly proves that ihftg 
fnysWy had not been the subject of prophetic testimony* 
Restitution necessarily implies a previous state, evQf} 
ttfat' in which God had pronounced all things to be very 
good ; and again shall God rest in them when brought 
pack by Him, the Redeemer, even Christ Jesus. 2u$ 
the subject of this mystery had no previous existence^ 
except m the purpose of God, and hence it is always 
dated by the Holy Spirit, as anterior to creation | 
* according as He hath chosen us in Him, before the 
foundation of the world" (Ephes. i. 4) ; " according %q 
His own purpose and grace which was given us in Christ 
Jesus, before the world began, but is now made manifest 
by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ : who 
Jiath abolished death, and brought life and immortality 
X6 light through the gospel." (2 Tim. i. 9.) " In hope 
of eternal life, which God that cannot lie, promised 
before the world began; but hath in due time manifested 
Hia word through preaching" (Tit. i. 2.) This proves 
its complete independence of and distinctness from any 
thing that had been known since the world began ; 
things might have been types of it, or as the fulness of 
time approached there might have been intimations of 
jfc, but it was not connected at all in character with those , 
things It is not a speculative matter, but one of great 
practical importance ; as surely the bulk of scriptural 
testimony fully demonstrates. In the Epistle to the 
Epjiesians for instance, wherein we find the fulness of 
the Church set forth, we find the Spirit in the Apostle 
so speaking as to shew us that this was the g?eat mystery 
now made known. This is distinctly expreSsed in chap. 
v. "thus is a great mystery, but I speak concerning 



CPHsft'tfhd tie Chnrch* afld again (chap. vL 19), "for 
mel ths.t uttteranbe maj he given unto me, that T may 
tjticA bit iiKratii boldly, to make known the mystery of 
rfle^gospel 1 . 1 * 'this great mystery then, or secret in the 
dwjje'mJTJfli now divulj'ed, is the Church, the body of 
ChHat, the'^ilneas of Him that filleth all in all" "It is 
me'^CHtlfch of the first-born, which are writtep in 
ftd/^i',* 1 ■" Now unless its distinct glory, as blessed 
fyllH'&fC spiritual blessings in the heavenlies, is .wen. its 
HiKrabter and service cannot be known. Heaveijly 
ftttiiy was that which was not revealed to the saints of 
oltT; how could it be until the appearance of Him, even 
fife'Son of man which is in heaven ? " The heaven 
fcrjjH'the heavens are the Lord's, but the earth hath He 
triVen to the children of men." True, the Patriarchs 
footed for a heavenly city, and confessed themselves 
infringers and pilgrims on the earth ; so likewise David,; 
but whatever the Spirit of Christ in them did testify, 
'Was but obscurely ; " they searched what or what man? 
itfer of time the Sprit of Christ which was in them ajd 
i^feiify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings qc 
Christ, and the glory which should follow, unto whoty 
ft was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto vk 
Biey did minister the things which are now reported 
jhito you, by them that have preached the gospel unto 
you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven, which 
things the angels desire to look into." (1 Pet. i. TO.) 
Abraham the father of us alt, had promises of jeea 
numerous as the stars of heaven, and as the dust, of uja 
earth, and doubtless the one to be highly exalted sfeqij* 
the other. But the Church, the oneness of Spirit anjl 



of glory with the risen Lord, into which the saints are 
rt&w brought, was not known till Jesus Was glorifi&d 
and the Holy Ghost had come. Hence we find the 
aimost universal tenor of prophetic testimony is to 
earthly glory, which could be apprehended before Jesus 
was glorified!, although only secured in and by Him. 
Now the eflfect of taking promises of earthly glory, 
and sapplymg-theni to that which is heavenly, has been 
to lose sight of the great purpose of God, both " to 
reconcile All things to Himself, both which are in 
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heaven, and which are on earthy by the blood of tho> 
cross? (CoL i* 20) : and " to gather together in oi» A 
all things in Christ both which are in heaven, and which , 
arte on earth (Ephes. i. 10), thus placing the stability* 
of both on a sure basis. But this is not all, for the t 
Church taking that to herself which does not distjn;c4y,> 
belong to her, has lost sight of what does, and hjsneqr, 
has v been exhibiting a Jewish character, rather than; > 
exhibiting the fulness of Christ. . , r{ 

\l would now briefly advert to the distinctness of jth^j 
glorjs into fellowship with which the saints are brought^ 
having nothing at all analogous to it previous to it«u 
rWelatton. It appears to me of importance to remark* 
that the glory of the Church is distinctive and charty-, t 
teristic i that it was not directly revealed, previously, 1; 
teethe eommg down of the Holy Ghost. — "None q{\^ 
tto princes of the world knew it;" it was what u eye>^ 
had not seen, nor ear heard, neither had entered into. \ 
tUi heart of man* It is best seen by contrasting?? 
it ,f mth"th« proper Jewish expectation of Messiah* ; 
NfMf *it is most clear that they looked upon their , 
Mfe&eiah as the Redeemer to deliver them and their 
land 9 'to Restore it to fruitfulness, to make them glo- 
riotU* as a people in the eyes of all among whom 
th«y had , been despised; to make themf also tha 
channel of blessings to others ; and all this when Je- 
hovah 1 Should be their King. — " Then the moon shall , 
be-eonfounded and the sun ashamed, when the Lord r 
of*) Hosts shall reign in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem u 
awi 1 before His ancients gloriously." (Is. xxiv. 23.) .< 
Bcfcides all this, there was the real moral glory, " thy .« 
people shall be all righteous," a people in whose heart* , 
th«r Spirit of God dwelt. "A new heart also^ will I, u 
glte'unto you, and a new spirit will I put within you, 
and I will give you an heart of flesh and I will put 
my Spirit within you and cause you to walk in* my- 
statute* and to do them, and ye shall dwell in tJie land •• 
thai I gave ta your fathers? (Ezek xxxvi. 26 — 28;)^ 

New both in this place and in Jen xxxi. where thflv* 

* , ,\ JUoafa. v. a f Micoh. v.'7. x ^v ▼$,' pCl,- LsH 
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new covenant with the house of Israel is stated at large, 
its connexion with earthly blessing 1 , and the glory of 
Jerusalem; and the land is most definitely marked ; 
and it is only because we have read those accounts with, 
preoccupied minds that their strict application to Israel 
should ever have been questioned. Our Lord evfc- 
d#rttiy alludes to this in His conversation with Nicest 
d^Mtte^—" Marvel not that I said unto you, ye (Jtawi) 
must be born again ;" their earthly blessing was only 
tcHqfe secured by God giving them His Spirit*, • And' 
wh£h Zacharias, under the Holy Ghost, prophesied*, 
it' was evidently to the glory of Israel under Messiah* 
"431fessed be the Lord God of Israel, for He hath vis*) 
ited 'and redeemed* His people, and hath raised up 
ari'horn of salvation for us in the house of His servant 
l)avid, as He spake by the mouth of Bis prophet* 1 , 
which have been since the world began, that we should : 
be saved from our enemies and from the hand o£< all L? 
that hate us, to perform the mercy promised to our ; « 
fathers, and to remember His holy covenant, the oath/, 
which he sware to our father Abraham, that He wouldl' 
grant unto us, that we being delivered out of the handi.: 
of bur enemies, might serve Him without fear, in holi~ 
ness and righteousness before Him all the days of our I 
life." (Lukei.) .:■ 

Now the mystery revealed of the Church is its one- . 
ness with Christ. The Messiah, though o£ was dis- 
tinct from Israel; the nation was not to be brought , 
into oneness with Him, but He was to be over th» 
nation, to fulfil the good pleasure of God to it* A'l 
king and a people are distinct, though they have a ; 
common interest, for a king is over his people : not so -. 
the Church, Christ is never said to be kingf over his : 

* This word in the Old Testament always implies power x 
M the Lord brought you out with a mighty hand and redeew*4 
yoa oat of the house of bondmen, from the hand of Pharaoh, 
king of Egypt? (Deut, rii. 8.) Redeemer is not applied to 
Jesus at all in the New Testament, which is the record of His 
humiliation. 

+ The Church fully acknowledges His title both as king of 
Israel and of the earth, although now rejected by both. 

B 
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Church, bnt the Head of h as Has ow*AK>fyi4tiRpftf 
io 11'ih Chnrch, over all things ;" the Bridfegreoimvigtf 
tlio Church His Bride; the Tree, and the Ghm^b^he 
branches ; language which while it implies:! pesjjfife 
%t\d actual union, at the same time involves &$(&#> 
: ttP decided pre-eminence. But the essential .chftrqg- 
Hdrirttiu of tno Church is that its glory iaheayeg^; 
"those who believe in Jesus - are made one wUhif&in, 
tvrtt hh " the Son of David after the flesh,? "b*til6s 
k '8oclarod the Son of God with power, according tf^Jfee 
'ftjjMt of holiness by the resurrection from thed^y}*" 
!,,t The hope set before them is that which entered* J9&0 
ihat within the vail, whither the forerunner ~&/ft>r 
Jj ns entered." Heaven is now opened, and it i*T&e 
resting place of the Church in Christ Jesus. •-< jtf 
■ u To be accepted in the beloved ;" — to be brought&yto 
'<ihat complete oneness with Him, so that the love wh#pe- 
j' with the Father loved Him is the same with which £Ie 
''loves those who by His Spirit are thus made one w£th 
y 'Him ; — to have every thing which could be predicated 
■ ' of Him, predicated of the Church; savin? of course t&at 
1 wliich was vicarious in the work of Christ-^thi&fflfas 
the mystery, the revelation of which made all old tilings 
' ' to pass away, all the long cherished hopes of an Israelite 
: were immediately given up by one who was thus broaght 
* into fellowship with the Father and the Son. What a 
" word is that — " Fellowship" between the Creator and 
,? the creature, that they should have a common interest 
f,i the one in the other ! It would indeed have remained a 
r hidden mystery, but the incarnation of the only be- 
~ ' gotten, shows how this can be ; " behold what manner 
'of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we 
1 ' should be called the sons of God," though wha$ we 
shall be "hath not yet been manifested." It could 
never have entered into the mind of an Israelite, that 
such a glory was contemplated, as that any should be 
so completely identified with Jehovah Jesus, the God- 
man, as to have their vile body, fashioned lilffrjinto 
His glorious body. But this was the eternal purpose 
of God, this was in his mind from before the founda- 
tion of the world ; — " whom He did foreknow, He also 
did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His 
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Son, that He might he the first-horn among many 

teeOiren^ «Tto prepared a bo4y for 

{Jesuit suflferin, hilt l&ewiae*a body mystical, in \fhich 

ffeiAfewd^l»I glorified: i for He is to bo "glorified if 

lAHemfattfl'i'MwgforTis not only personally to be. ea- 

-fe&ited, h^ taihe^exhibited in and through thaiQ ; 

SfcBltt^sJy'A^Mesa'by His personal presence, but ,., 

i Slteft^arfer ithe >channel of blessing to others, as , 4$as 

'Sr^inaifr 6froraised to Abraham, " thou shalt p^Vja 

^l&Wrig' ;!^*o now the Church is the channel of bjesp- 

^iilg^eS^'iia its wilderness state; out of it alone go 

"&&fcvifigi waters. "He that believeth on m&asjtyie 

°4e*i£tar<rJlas said, out of His belly shall flow rivers of 

i<Aviiig'i waters Jesus is the well of life, but i^e 

*4tr#ani is dispensed through the Church, and what 

blessedness shall there be when " the world to come* 

o^ifefe ii. 5.) is no longer under angels, but under Jesus 

-^and'ffia saints ; the stream of life immediately flowing 

9 4r6t£ Jesus, through them, in an unhindered course, to 

djftstar*. They shall be a blessing, as they are called 

h^teiiherit a blessing ; they shall be kings and priests 

*£&rtd'6ocl, and they shall reign over the earth as kws, 

fcfi^fttfr-T* 10.) and make known (and who so weUraple 

£ ^lfs '^hose who know what grace is) God to others. > 

&il L >j**Crod hath called us into His own kingdom and 

* il ")&OPff "He called you by our gospel to the obtajn- 

£ fair of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ." It is 

^^sawof Israel, " arise, shine, for thy light is copie, 

te'HtaA the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee :" not 

* ' that they obtain the glory of the Lord. In a word, 

"*hfcif glory is distinct from the Lord's glory.;; tjbat 

' jrfOry is something without them, but the glory of the 

* v Ghttroh is identical with that of the Lord ; the Church 

-'*' is* tfae Vessel filled with glory, the fulness of Him who 

^'ifiMeth all in alL This was a something so far beyond 

Ti 'theUrht, that well might the apprehension of it make 

" ' ofci things pass away. 

• ' Again* be it remembered, that the present blessing 

:: and glory of the Church is distinctively heavenly; 

" Jesus is now in heaven, and His people can only he in 

Spirit where He is* It seems nothing novel to us to 

-i- •»* j >• r .■ ■• ■ • • 
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talk of heaven as our place, and of being in heaven, as 
pur glory ; yet what does this mean in the months of 
most, but that heaven is to be enjoyed after earthly 
enjoyment has failed — that earth is the place for the* 
enjoyment of the body, and that heaven will receive 
our departed spirits. But Jesus is " the Saviour of the? 
ty>dy," " the body is for the Lord, and the Lord for* 
the body." It was the brightness of the glory > ofc 
Jesus the Son of man, which tilled Stephen with holy 
rapture ; it was unto that, glory he looked, and in the 
{fkeness of it he expected to awake and be satisfied. 
But the calling of the Church is now heavenly, ita- 

(lace of rest now is " in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus," 
elievers now let pass old things, because, "their- 
citizenship is in heaven ;" " they are no more of the 
world, even as Jesus is no more of the world." " As 
He is, so are they in this world," as He is the beloved 
Son, so are they sons beloved ; as He is heir of all 
things, so are they heirs of all things. This is their 
standing, though they be locally in this world ; this is 
iadeed the new creation unheard of, unknown before, 
which places the " least in the kingdom of heaven," in 
such preeminence ; they are heavenly — one with Jesus 
the quickening Spirit, one with Him who sits on the 
right hand of the majesty on high. Here has been the 
mistake and confusion, heaven has been made the future, 
instead of the present blessing of the Church ; hence 
believers have been Christians in hope, but Jews in 
practice ; all hope of earthly blessing ceased with the 
rejection of Him in whom alone the earth could be 
blessed, by those through whom the blessing was to be 
communicated — (Is. xxvii. 6 ; Mic. v. 8 ; Zech. viii. 13, 
22.) Those who will be blessed now, must follow Jesus 
the only giver of blessing into heaven " whither the 
forerunner is for us entered." Until He comes from 
the right hand of the Father, blessing from the earth 
is barred. What an interesting moment is the present, 
" the kingdom of heaven is opened :" oh ! if men knew 
but the gift of God, and the present blessing held out 
to them, how would they "press into it," how would 
they "take it by force" Testimony might be multiplied 
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is tui ?the distinct character and glory of the present 
dispensation, as being- entirely novel, and in no measure 
eokre&|>onding with any thing that had preceded it ; in 
* wordj Christ and the Church was the hidden mystery, 
&fe secret of God, until revealed by the Spirit eomirig, 
down irdm Jesus glorified ; not only to testify of it, \^% 
&Lso to constitute it. 

v The attempt to make all scriptural declarations, of 
gitoryfto concentrate in one, has left the Church a . veayi 
vag&e and undefined hope of its real glory, and almost 
entirely annihilated that which is its present glorv. 
w There are bodies celestial and terrestrial. , True 
that! all glory radiates from Jesus who is the ^leact o] 
earthly as well of heavenly glory. But to understand 
the Church's present portion and conduct, it is neces^arw 
tb distinguish as to what her real calling is. Now as> 
tHe Church is called' unto the glory of God, so is sj^l 
called to be an imitator of God. (Eph. v. 1.) " To ; j£vV 
godly in this present world" is to imitate God, blq$ ^ 
rennealed under the legal dispensation as the exactor. Q% r 
righteousness, but as now revealed in grace. Go<$ is,, 
dealing with the world in grace, and the Church • is ti^ 
do irtie same. The place where God is exercising ji;dg-* 
mentis the Church. (Compare 2 Cor. v. 19. iCor. v 
xi 32.) Alas ! how completely is every thing subvert^- 
---grace to the world, judgment in the house of Go^i^ 
the divine order. (1 Peter iv. 17.) His saints ^aye] 
reversed the order ; harsh judgment on the worlds $n&; 
smooth speaking among themselves, have been a etum> j 
bling-block in the way of the world, and settled ^e^ 
Church in a state of self-complacency. 

It is most important to perceive the distinct char^* 
aoter of the present dispensation, that it is not an. 
improvement of the old — a new piece put on an old 
garment, but the mystery hidden from previous ages r 
and generations, now brought to light, in contrast with 
the many predictions of the world's blessing. Discri- 
mination here is most needful, because the discovery 
of the peculiarity of this dispensation immediately , 
shows that the world's blessing cannot be brought 
about under it. Righteousness, not grace is tha ^W 
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ciple to order the world. "A king' shall: reijH^i^ 
righteousness;" and He that reigns says, "I wfu-a&t 
know a wicked person ; whoso privily slandered *Bb 
neighbour him will I cut off; him that haih ar'h^t 
look and a proud heart will I not K^r^He'tm 
worketh deceit shall not dwell within my hfttobe £fefc 
that t^lleth lies shall not tarry in my sight; I>w31l 
*ea^ij destroy all the wicked of the land, that {'may 
cut off all wicked doers from the city of th»li0*i0* 
ifPs. ci.) It is therefore morally impossible thaJ^geH- 
'eraV earthly blessing can be secured under the ttfetielit 
dispensation, which is one of bearing with evil instead, 
of punishing- it ; and therefore" so Ion? as the gostttl 
Continues to be preached as the testimony to Goofe 

frace, the earth's blessing must be deferred. T3ttft 
lessing will not, cannot be, till God's " judgments a*fe 
made manifest." Contempt cast on "the riches Qf 
"God's goodness, forbearance, and long-suffering** 
ushers in "the day of wrath and revelation of the 
righteous judgment of God." 

I believe this to be the most important point for the 
Church to consider now — looked at as an earthly dis- 

Sensation it merely fills up, in detailed exercise of grace, 
le gap in the regular earthly order of God's counsels, 

"which was made by the rejection of the Jews on the 

'covenant of legal prescribed righteousness, in the re- 
fusal of the Messiah, till their reception again under 

*the new covenant in the way of grace on their repen- 
tance. But though making a most instructive ptr- 

. ehthesis, it forms no part of the regular order of God's. 
^ plans as to the earth, but is merely an interruption of 
them, to give a fuller character and meaning to them* As 
to the thing introduced, we are called to the obtaining; 
of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ* This i& not 
the place or time of His glory ; our calling therefore 
is not at all here, but " when Christ who is our life 
shall appear, we shall also appear with Him in glory.* 
(Col. iii. 4.) Ministration upon earth is merely to this, 
purpose. The moment there is a " minding of earthly 
things," there is " enmity to the eross Of Christ i" for 
" our conversation is in heaven, from whence also we 



Jftolii^iti8.Sav««ir the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall 
ftU*i)gwoUr vile body that it .may be fashioned like unto 
£$U *J*rM>uAihodtfi< According to the working whereby 
*|»,iUi,« l Ws I lto..wbdua all things to Himself." The 
dp^bisyst<eiB,was a system of derived earthly authority, 
**d, while! the Church was among the Jews simply, it 
Jtftyet loffl jti earthly character entirely ; it was open 
■ai,,H3ty IwftP to the return of the Lord, and was formed 
"llpfgtlthef order of authority derived from Him when 
"litajhftd ritot yet ascended into glory, though it m.-.s 
M&ampanied at the same time by the Spirit which 
feflablfldthe apostles to testify to His ascended glory- 
1 JJut they were Jews, and they maintained the character 
,*i£tVe earthly system so far as it was associated with 
tfh£ riaao Saviour, the hope of Israel; for thoir proper 
jtape as Israelites was that all the promises of earthly 
jglory should be made good to Israel in the resurrection 
of the Messiah. The everlasting covenant, " even the 
jsbre. mercies of David," was secured by the resurrec- 
tion, as the apostle testifies, (Acts xin. 34.) " And as 
tOOncerning that he raised him up from the dead now 
-jip more to return to corruption, he said on tliis wise 
,-fil will give you the sure mercies of David." 

Thus we find the Lord telling them, " But whea^Se 
Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you.frobi ||e 
Father, He shall testify of me, and ye also shall bear 

- witness of me, because ye have been with me from the 
. beginning." Accordingly we find the eleven before we 

- descent of the Holy Ghost, the witness of the glory, 

. choosing .lewishly by lot, as a " witness with thepi of 
the resurrection," one who " companied with them all 
the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out anioijg 
them." So in the sermon to those who came together 
on the hearing of the tongues, we read " This Jesus hath 
God raised up,, whereof we are witnesses ;" and then he 
adduces the descent of the Holy Ghost as the witness of 
His exaltation. Again, in the sermon in Solomon's 
porcn, "Whom, Goo hath raised from the dead, whereof 
we .are witnesses," and then goes on with a sermon 
■' purely Jewish. In Acts v. 32, the double wijneas is 
,, directly referred: to, and distinguished. . Sp the Lord 
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after his resurrection breathed into his disciples, the 
Spirit of God, saying " Receive ye the Holy Ghost," 
"whose sins ye remit," &c. Subsequently they re- 
ceived the Holy Ghost, the witness of exalted glory. 

Thus, the Apostles became apparently the heads of 
derivative power, at any rate the existing depositary o£ 
authority (for we read not that they were ever commis- 
sKnted to confer authority on others), and they stood 
before the world as the founders of. the Church among.. 
tKe Jews, with commission to extend it to all nations* But i: 
the Lord, save in the testimony of apostacy by the Apr : 
oftle John in the Revelation, (ch. xiv. 6,) gives us bq , 
historical account of any such transmission of it through . 
the world. It formed no part of the record, nothing on 
which the Church of God had to rest for its direction. 
It is remarkable too that the prayer of our Lord in the : 
17th of St. John, "that they all may be one," was 
literally fulfilled in the Jewish Church, in the 1st 
chapters of the Acts of the Apostles, in them who 
were one together in the unity of those who believed 
on Him through their word, in their separation out of * 
the world, even to the surrender of their goods, 
and in the witness thus afforded to it ; " praising God 
and having favour jWiih all the people," " great grace 
being upon them allff Here the scene all but closes, 
su^bh we see not elsewhere at all. This was the Church 
of those connected with Christ in the flesh, who had 
seen Him in the resurrection, and derived their au- 
thority from Him in earthly association, though endued 
with power from on high ; ignorant of the times when 
the kingdom should be restored to Israel, but knowing 
that the heavens had received Him who was able, and 
was to do it ; and looking for the repentance of the 
people that He might return. (See Acts iii. 19.) 

But they did not repent, and when this witness of 
His resurrection was refused, and the power of the 
Holy Ghost in it rejected, another witness was raised 
up to declare Jesus at the right hand of God ; and to 
show demonstratively that they were doing as their 
Fathers had done, resisting the Holy Ghost. But 
thiTWaS in fact a testimony against them for their pre- 
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vious rejection of the Apostolic word and power re- 
corded '&' the previous chapters, and is closed by the 
testimony of seeing heaven now opened, launching the 
Church into a new scene, a scene of death to itself as 
to its earthly hopes, but into which it entered by the 
perception of heaven open, and Jesus seen there., 
Witii this accordingly, Jewish testimony to it as a 
Church closed, and the Jewish scene altogether closed* 
t&l tfeey should say " Blessed is he that cometh in the 
n&ttte of the Lord." But this word of the Lord was 
accomplished to the Church by the view of Jesus inj 
hdaven thus opened: and observe, He is not seen 
sitting as vfe see Him in spirit, but standing, ready at . 
oriee to receive His suffering Church. Individuals from 
aitiong the Jews might be converted and doubtless 
were, but the order of Jewish ministry ceased ; here- 
tofore it had been confined to Jerusalem, and in regu- 
lar witness by the Apostles, eye-witnesses to the Jews 
of the resurrection of Jesus, and filling up and arrang- 
ing the necessary offices, as we read in the Acts. But 
death and the heavenlies were now the portion of the 
Church of God ; its earthly order and continuance . 
gone ; and though Peter preached among the Jews, 
and the rest we know not from Scripture where, suc- 
cession and order as to them we find not in Scripture , 
at all. There is no authentic statement as to where any 
of them went, no Scriptural statement at all, save that 
Peter continued his labours as Apostle of the circumci- 
sion, the only place he holds in Scripture ; and that the 
Apostles continued at Jerusalem, as we find in the Acts 
and other parts of the Apostolic writings. But another 
scene now opened. The heavenlies we have seen as- , 
the positive, known and only portion of the Church; for 
the earthlies were Jewish, and the Jews had rejected 
the testimony of Christ risen and exalted, by the Holy 
Ghost, from the Apostles and Stephen. Stephen s 
ministry was suited to this, — chosen among the Hel- 
lenists, he formed the link, having purchased to him- 
self a good degree and great boldness to bear witness . 
of Christ not as an eye witness, but by the Holy Ghost. . 
Accordingly this is entirely his charge} not " We can- 




22 

Hot but speak of the thing* which we have seen 

heard," as Peter says to the Rulers, but the witness 

the rejection of the Holy Ghost, of which being ~ 1 

iejaw Jwus in the heavenlies. 

'.. Thus he formed the link of Jewish rejection, and the 

jjositlpn and state of the Church which followed. t "'* 

.'• , . ,4md what succeeds ? Not Jewish order, but sovjerefyft 

g^ace approving itself by the energy of the Sjtim,^ 

. .\\ " They were all scattered abroad except the Apostle^, 

,a#4 they that were scattered abroad, went every where 

nreaching the Word." (Acts viii. 1, 4.) Who sent thein? 

/Not. the Apostles but persecution. Who enabled 

them.? The grace and Spirit of God ; and it reac^d 

the Gentiles. There was no Gentile Church but by 

what in these days is called irregularity ; what is really 

the sovereignty of the grace by which any Gentile 4 {g 

called in the extraordinary and seemingly irregular act 

of God ; for salvation is of the Jews, a Jewish Jesus 

i& not sent but to the lost sheep of the house of Israel, 

: but a glorified Jesus doeth what seemeth good unto tie 

glory of the grace of which He is now as to men the 

uidiscriminate, but sure distributor. But the character 

, of the change which took place, is at once shown by 

r . this dispersion, and universal preaching wherever they 
.went. The ordinary Christians preceded the Apostles, 
that it might be plainly not derived from them. The 

, whole, matter then to justify any thing, was " The hand 
of the Lord was with them, and many believed," a very 

„ yfregular and out of the way thing for human nature, 
but which God has ordered as the way of salvation* 
Thus we find the instantaneous cessation of derivative 

. , arrangement in the Jewish rejection of the Apostles, 

. and the whole dispensation as carried on upon earth 
aa^uminff a new character. This was the actual break- 

. .ing of tne earthly order, as the former scene with 
Stephen was the closing of the possibility of then 
dealing with Israel as Israel, dispensationally. 
. But a new scene now opens, the regular Gentile form 
and order of the dispensation in the hands of the 
Apostle Paul, the Apostle of the uncircumcisidn, the 
Apostle, of the Gentiles. Did, he then derive it from 



JJrSJwByS rfy or ^^ be indeed a successor to our Lord 
SSi'fitfi^tf appointment and derivation ? No, in im 
Vise.' 1 ' It was his continual boast that it was not art, 
his continual conflict with Judai*ing teachcra, what 
■was often urged on him, as though he needed it f With 
which they pressed his spirit i but which hfl as stirnfe 
and steadily refused, withstanding them who had 1 Such 
authority to the face. He is the type of the- JfajlehstU 
'tipn. Every dispensation has its charactery from the 
wanner in which Christ is manifested and iutrodn'eVjri 
~iji it ; and its order from him under whom it takes .^jEs 
!rise"as to ministration. God, not yet known to tne 
'^Church in covenant, hut the' same God revealed lis 
Almighty, was the dispensation to Abraham, who was 
. called out to trust in Him, and this gave its character 
' to the path in which he had to walk in hope. 
^Christ, (for now it was in covenant,) revealed as Je- 
TioyaK the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, was He 
' under whom Moses the leader in the wilderness, and 
( Joshua in the land, led successively the children of 
..Israel under the order of successions! priesthood. ""' 

Christ manifested as Messiah, God manifest in the flesh, 
.".the end of the law for righteousness, the head of all Jew- 
• uh order, was He whom they should have received, and 
1 could give and did give His derived authority to the 
, Apostles whom he had chosen. 

Christ risen, still a Jewish hope, the securer of the 

; sure mercies of David, was He, whom they rejected, in 

spite of the testimony of the Holy Ghost sent down from 

heaven. ' ,l ' -" J 

Christ glorified and supreme, is the hope to every Jew 

' scattered abroad, and every Gentile sinner, the. -witness 

of sovereign grace, whatever the failure in evil. Those 

. in whom it was deposited, Abraham, Moses, Joshna, 

formed the characteristic of the time in which the Bjilrit 

wrought by them. So of the twelve, Christ wa« tie true 

Vine, (not the nominal Israel,) and they the branches, 

deriving their authority from Him as the Patriarchs 

r from Israel; the dispensation thus far taking its entire 

and orderly character from them. It "was a Jewish, 

" though a Christian thing— that ir, -ft iffls Jewish 4n iu 
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present order ; it began at Jerusalem ; but this ceased 
«8 a line when the risen Christ was rejected. The grace 
of God flowed in through the sandy desert and wilder- 
ness of the world, to make green where it flowed, what 
it found buried in evil in it, when no watering of the 
tree which He had planted could cause it to bring forth 
good fruit to His glory, and its own profit and acceptance* 
And as the Spirit went like the wind were it listed* 
eyery one that was born of it was, according to the mea- 
sure of the grace, the witness of the grace that he had 
received ; for God had not lit candles to put them under 
bushels. St. Paul became- the head and characterizing 
agent of the dispensation among the Gentiles not deri- 
rative but efficient. Hence God made him so powerful 
and so tried against derivative mission. I received it, 
says he, not of man nor by man, but by Jesus Christ, 
and God the Father who raised Him up from the dead. 
80 of the Gospel which he preached, he certified them, 
(he was jealous of this point,) he neither received it of 
nan, neither was he taught it, but by revelation of Jesus 
Christ ; and he gives this general character of himself, 
•♦Last of all He was seen of me also, as of one born out 
of due time/' as an ektroma; and this character attaches 
to the whole dispensation, an extraordinary arrangement 
and provision, something ektromatal, born out of due 
time, for the time present till the earthly system is just 
ready to be restored, but belonging entirely to the 
heavenlies, having no earthly derivation or connection 
in its power with the succession of that order which 
was first outwardly established. It derived its stream 
higher up from the same source, though recognizing 
it in its place (see GaL ii. 7, 8.) If it had such con- 
nection, what was all St. Paul's reasoning about, or 
why did he take such pains to prove that his apostle- 
ship was not derived from the Jewish Apostles— -why 
was the Spirit of God so careful to refute the notion of 
the derivative character of St. Paul's apostleship when 
he preached the same doctrine, and held the same 
truths as the others ? It was the grand testimony to 
the break of successional authority, which was Jewish ; 
the Church, as a separate thing for glory, being npw 
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set on this unearthly footing, and on the basis of its 
own apprehension of it by the Spirit. 

Accordingly, the evidence which the Apostle affords 
of his- Apostolate, is never derivative, or that he had 
authority from others ; but, " If I am not an Apostte 
unto others, doubtless I am to you; for the seal of mine 
Apostleship are ye in the Lord : for though ye have ten 
thousand instructors, yet have ye not many fathers, fofr 
in Christ Jesus have I begotten you through the Gos* 
pel." (1 Cor. ix. 2.) " Since ye seek a proof of Christ 
speaking in me, . . .examine yourselves, . . .know ye not thai 
Christ dwelleth in you except ye be reprobates?" (2 Cor.* 
xiii. 3.) " Truly the signs of an Apostle were wrought 
among you in all patience, in signs, and wonders, and 
inighty deeds." (2 Cor. xii. 12.) So his argument, a» 
tO the dispensation, is " When He ascended up on high,' 
he gave some, Apostles ; some Prophets," &c. (Ep. iv. 
8.) Now the twelve were Apostles, and had the express 
name from our Lord's commission before He ascended 
lip on high at all, Yet they do not come into the/ 
Apostle's contemplation in this passaage at all, — i. e. m- 
any such character, because they did not, in that state, > 
constitute a part of the dispensation of gift, and at*** 
thority by gift, of which he was the minister and ex- 
pounder. This was associated with the ascended glory' 
of Christ — " When He ascended up on high He gave* : 
&c. Accordingly, when the Apostle was called, he waft ( 
called not as knowing Christ after the flesh (if he had*< 
he would know Him no more) ; but as one, who, as mr> 
Jew, in ignorance indeed, consented to that very act * 
against Stephen which shewed the determined rejection? 
of Je#us by the Jews, and h& was an exterminating * 
Apostle of the Sanhedrim sent forth with a commission- 
to find any of those who called upon the name of Jesus. 1 
He was identified, not with the believing, but with the « 
unbelieving portion of the Jews when the question was 
between them, and he was not a Christian at all while 
the Church had this (i. e. Jewish) character. He was 
the witness of the calling of grace, and of the percep- • 
tion of supreme glory. The manner of his call was 
declarative of both. He was in the career of opposition 

c 
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I ,** * *** m^w** fc* v.e d:*i*e counsels that he 



27 

should preach and testify within and without synago- 
gues and congregations, concerning the Lord Jesus, 
(Acts ix. 20) without anything further than the calling 
spoken of, he "preached the faith which he had onoe 
destroyed," as he himself expresses it, " as it is written, 
I believed and therefore I spake, we also believe and 
therefore speak," (2 Cor* iv. 13); just as the other 
Apostles say " we cannot but speak the things which 
we have seen and heard." (Acts iv. 20.) And so is ever 
the energy of the Holy Ghost, whether it witness to 
the sure resurrection of Jesus, or the revealed glory of 
the Lord, or whether it testify through Jeremiah, and 
cause him to be "in derision daily" because of his 
words to the people, — it is in his heart as a burning 
fire shut up in his bones ; he was weary with forbearing 
and could not. ( Jer. xx. 7.) If in liberty, there was 
the rejoicing as being counted worthy to suffer shame; 
if reluctant and tried by the abounding of iniquity in a 
state ready to be judged, the Word of the Lord was 
more powerful than the fears ; though " troubled on 
every side," he believed and therefore spake. The glory 
of the Lord must be vindicated; and it becomes a posi- 
tive responsibility. Is a candle lighted to be put under 
a bushel, or under a bed, and not to be set upon a candle- 
stick ? For "there is nothing hid which shall not be man- 
ifested, neither was anything kept secret but that it 
should come abroad :" and it is our business to manifest 
it in the truth and energy of the Spirit ; therefore " If 
any man have ears to hear, let him hear ;" and " Ta]ie 
heed what ye hear : with what measure ye mete it shall 
be measured to you," and "to you that hear shall 
more be given." 

Hence we also find the Apostle declaring, " When it 
pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb, 
and called me by His grace to reveal His son in me, 
that I might preach Him among the heathen, imme- 
diately I conferred not with flesh and blood, neither 
went I up to Jerusalem to them that were Apostles 
before me, but I went into Arabia, and returned again 
to Damascus. Then after three years I went up to 
Jerusalem to see Peter, and abode with him fifteen 
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days ; but other of the Apostles saw I none save James 
; the Lord's brother." (Gal. i. 15.) Fourteen years after 
he went up, but it was by revelation ; and in confer- 
ence he found that those who seemed to be somewhat, 
added nothing to him ; and this was the point with him. 
Jt was no haughtiness of Spirit, and he was willing to 
try his word by theirs, but he found they could add 
. nothing, and they owned the grace that was in him, 
though he derived no authority from them, the appointed 
Apostles of the Lord, and recognised none in them save 
. in the sphere which God had allotted to them, i. e. the 
Jewish sphere, and they owned the grace of God, which 
was in him. When need was, he " withstood them to 
the face, because they were to be blamed" who were 
insisting upon the old ordinances. To such things he 
would, give place by subjection, no, not for an hour. 
(GaLii.) 

And what afterwards was his career because of the 
glory revealed to him, his ordination as men speak, if he 
did not go up to those who were Apostles before him? 
The energy of the Spirit consequent on the revelation of 
theLord still held its character in securing the breaking 
through the Apostolic succession. There was no deri- 
vative link from the Lord, there was the revelation of 
the Lord and mission by Him, but no human ordination; 
and in this he worked long, and not only in preaching 
or teaching strangers, but Barnabas having gone to 
Tarsus to find him, brings him to Antioch ; and it came 
to pass that for a whole year they assembled themselves 
with the Church and taught much people. Who settled 
this ? Who appointed them here ? Who, Paul ? Who, 
Barnabas ? The grace of the Spirit of God wrought 
effectually in them, and so the Apostles, as we have seen, 
had to judge ; they perceived the grace of God that was 
given to him, and they gave them the right hand of 
fellowship. (Gal. ii. 9.) But still in public mission had 
they no derivative authority from any human ordina- 
tion? Or was not abstract Apostolic mission the 
ground on which it rested ? Long had it been so, for 
God was securing, in every way, that human dependence, 
human derivation should be broken in upon, for its 
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place was gone in the earth. The dispensation was 
one " born out of due time," it must prove itself by its 
energy from on high ; so it had been proved both in 

.preaching Christ and teaching the Church. But now 
Barnabas and Pau\ were to be sent out on a definite 
mission, and of course they had derived authority now. 
Whence ? Every thing still is made to depend on the 
energy and calling of God. As certain prophets and 
teachers "were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the 
Holy Ghost said, separate me Barnabas and Saul for the 
work whereunto I have called them, and when they had 
fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they 
sent them away." (Acts xiii. 2.) Did the Apostle de- 
rive his authority, his Apostolic authority, from this 
ordination? That would be a strange assertion, when he 
says he had it neither of, nor by man. If this had been 
his first going forth to preach, it would have been almost 

- impossible to have avoided the conclusion that it had 
its source in this, and the Apostolate would merely 
have been from the Church at Antioch. Therefore the 
Lord, to maintain the character of the dispensation, 
makes the Apostle not " confer with flesh and blood," 
but immediately preach on his calling, and afterwards 
separates him merely to the particular work to which 
he was then called, thus securing its underivative 
character. Its value was derived from the energy of 
the Spirit of God, because of the heavenly character of 
the dispensation which had its place in the glory (to be 
revealed), not here at all, and it was so ordered of God; 
otherwise Apostolic authority is derived from laymen, 
(according to modern theory, self-ordained men) and 
the Apostle's assertion of his Apostolate falsified. But it 
was not falsified, for this was the Holy Ghost's separation 
of him to Himself for the work to which the Lord had 
called him, not the conferring a gift, as if his Apostolate 
depended on that mission, for this the Apostle denies at 
large in the Epistle to the Galatians, and he passes by this 

• going forth from Antioch entirely in the account of his 
mission which he gives to them ; nor was it the deriva- 
tion of authority, for this he is equally earnest to deny. 
In Paul then we have the founding of the service of 
this dispensation, resting on the fulbj t^o^Kafe^ k^w>- 
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tleship, but caused, in the way it is founded* to be entirely 
of a heavenly character, springing from the Lord known 
then in the glory, having its working and energy by the 
Holy Ghost sent down from heaven, and breaking in 
upon the derivative character of the Apostolate in the 
Jews by every careful arrangement of God ; and the 
laying on of hands made little of as regards the Apos- 
tolate, which came not from superior derivative author- 
ity, but entirely collaterally, that every link of the sort 
should be broken. And, we may add, failing as to its 
earthly position, the moment the energy of the Spirit 
failed ; the moment there was a failure of the unstained 
godliness, which kept out evil, and left the operations 
of the given Spirit free. It was sustained by Paul 
through the energy of the Spirit, during his life, though 
he knew well that it would end then, that is, as to any 
real corporate vigor. — " I know this, that after my de- 
parting shall grievous wolves enter in, not sparing the 
Bock. Also of your ownselves shall men arise, speaking 
perverse things to draw away disciples after them." 
(Acts xx. 290 -^ was no * that God, in the word of 
His grace to which He commended them, as able to 
build them up, would not both gather out, and sanctify 
souls ; but he felt and well knew that Ichabod was 
written on the dispensation, as on every other ; till He 
comes who could sustain it enduringly, in the present 
power of a manifested life, Satan being bound from 
before Him. So it was among the Jews, the resurrec- 
tion-denying Sadducees being raised against the testi- 
mony of the resurrection, as the self-righteous Phar- 
isees against the ministry of the righteous one. So it 
was among the Gentiles, false teachers bringing into 
disrepute the energies of the Spirit of God, ana thus 
devouring the flock, because of the feebleness of the 
shepherds. Oh how little does the Church know the 
service of crying and tears, the humility of mind which 
accompanies the watching of the fold of Christ against 
the inroads of the enemy— of Satan. But it is gone. 
Yet there is one that is ever faithful, who, be the 
shepherds ever so cowardly, does not let His scattered 
sheep be plucked out of His hand. To return to the 
subject. — . 
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Let us turn to what we have afterwards of the main- 
tenance for a little season, of the order of the Church of 
God before the re-assertion of the human derivative 
claim came to take the place of the Spirit of God. Let 
us take a glance at another part of Scripture, connected 
with this — laying on of hands. The Priesthood of 
Christ is the great characteristic of this dispensation, 
hereafter in glory to be manifested for joy and praise ; 
now for intercession and gifts of grace, still the same In 
person. Christ as a Priest in the heavens is now min- 
istering by the Spirit below ; and the Spirit is thus 
witnessing to the world what His priesthood is, as also 
what the Father is. This is what is brought out in 
the 17th of John, where Christ prays for the littte 
flock and for those who believe through their word, 
that they might be one, and with Him in the glory* 
that the world might believe that He was sent of Goi 
The full accomplishment of this will not be till Christ 
appears and we appear with Him ; but the Spirit is 
now witnessing to it in the Church, by a supply of grace 
from Him who will appear and we with Him, and the 
believer is now called to enter into the glory by anti- 
cipation ; in Spirit he is made to " Sit in the Heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus." Hence the Spirit uses Paul, the 
minister of the uncircumcision, to address the Hebrews ; 
not Peter, the minister of the circumcision, speaking to 
them in their place, but Paul, calling them out of their 
place into the consciousness of the heavenly calling, 
speaking to them as from the glory of the Son, so speaking 
and sustaining them in the present failure of the dispen- 
sation in them, by the security of an enduring Melchize- 
dec Priesthood. " Wherefore," says he, " Holy brethren, 
partakers of the heavenly calling, consider Christ 
Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of our profession j* 
(Heb, inVl.) such an High Priest, because such as was 
not only harmless, undented, but was separate from 
sinners, and made higher than the heavens, " If He 
were on earth He should not be a Priest." He is gone, 
" not into the holy places made with hands, which are the 
figures of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear 
in the presence of God for us." But this was not all; for, 
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as we have seen, when Paul was "teaching the under- 
standing of the mystery among the Gentiles," he says 
that this "ascending up on high" was "leading captivity 
captive, and receiving gifts for men; and "He gave," &c. 
(Ep. iv. 8.) This however is not the point I rest on 
here, hut the comparative use he make's, in the Epistle 
to the Hebrews, of the Priesthood in its Melchizedec 
character, as contrasted with the very things which we 
are now considering. " Wherefore leaving the word 
of the beginning of Christ, let us." says he, "go on to 
perfection, not laying again the foundation of repentance 
from dead works and of faith towards God, and of the 
doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of 
resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment ; 
and this we will do if God permit." (Heb. vi. 1 — 3.) 
From the 4th to the 6th verse, he then speaks of those 
things which are the proper portion of the Church 
emerged out of its Jewish shape, which latter he calls 
" the word of the beginning of Christ" — (see margin) ; 
and he says, that failure from this is irremediable after 
such patience of God ; and in the rest of this chapter 
he speaks not therefore of the blessings of the given 
Spirit, save as to the danger of apostasy, (verse 4) but 
of what their portion under the Melchizedec priesthood 
would be according to the word of the new covenant. — 
Of this the Holy Ghost was the present witness. It 
is not my purpose to open this out now ; .1 refer to it to 
shew the contrast of what was " the first principles," 
or " the Word of the beginning of Christ," and " the 
going on to perfection" — i. e. the knowledge of the 
priesthood of Christ, the heavenly priesthood of Christ, 
the heavenly priesthood now witnessed to us by the 
presence of the Spirit. This contrast, on account of 
its object, is given m this Epistle, merely in parenthesis, 
(chap, vi.) But we find thereby the way in which the 
Jewish elements are treated, not as though they had 
not their place, but the place they had is explain- 
ed ; and they are Jewish elements. These they 
are : — The dead, we admit will be raised — There will 
be eternal judgment — Repentance from dead works is 
acknowledged to be needful— Baptisms and laying on 
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of hands we have heard of as existing— But they con- 
stitute not the glory and power of the dispensation. 
£Tfae exercise of the Church's mind about them proves 
ite return to Judaizing principles.* The notion' of 
derivative authority is a positive lapse into the order 
•of the dispensation which was broken in upon by God, 
(as has been already shewn,) to make room for one of 
another character which was to be the spiritual witness 
of . the heavenly glory and fulness of Christ. Who is St. 
Paul's successor:' We have heard of the successors of 
St. Peter, who was the direct and remarkable witness 
to the character of the order of things which was as- 
sociated with derivative authority. It is always identified 
in the Gentile Church with Peter, who was not the 
Apostle of the Gentiles at all. It is the Judaizing of 
Gentilism, and the whole structure and fabric of the 
Church, as it now exists, rests upon this. St. Paul, 
as the Apostle of the uncircumcision was the witness 
of the character of this dispensation. Where is his ' 
successor ? Of what See was he head ? Was it 
Rome, the source of the present derived authority ? 
And of what character then is all this derived au- 
thority ? Where is it in Scripture ? Let us see the 
facts a little further- 
It is not to be denied that St. Paul and the Presbytery 
laid their hands on Timothy, (1 Tim. iv; 14) and a gift 
was in Timothy by the laying on of Paul's hands. 
(2 Tim. i. 6.) The same does not appear in Titus at 
all, neither was he circumcised, which Timothy was ; 
and Timothy, it appears, also laid hands upon others, 
for he is desired to do it suddenly on no man. (1 Tim. 
v. 22.) They were thus special temporary deputies of 
St. Paul for setting the Churches in order in the things 
wanting, and appointing Elders : that they were not 
permanent Episcopal superintendants is clear, because 
when St. Paul passed by Ephesus, he addresses the 
Elders or Bishops there, (Acts xx. 17, 28) so as to 

* For a more full explanation of these Jewish element*;, 
proving them to have been Jewish, see a tract entitled " an 
analysis of the vi chap, of Heb." Sold at the Tract Depot, 1, 
Warwick Square, London.. 
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demonstrate them not to be under the care of Timothy 
as one who possessed Apostolic derived authority ; and, 
in the second Epistle, he charges Timothy to come to 
him, (2 Tim. iv. 9) as he does also Titus, to come 
to him at Nicopolis, (Titus iii. 12) wishing them 
to be with him. They were his chosen assistants in 
ordering the Churches, and there is nothing m scrip* 
ture to warrant the conclusion that they were his suc- 
cessors, or that they ever were, as tradition states* 
appointed Bishops of Ephesus and Crete. We find St. 
John subsequently exercising the care under Christ, 
apostolically, of the Ephesian and other churches in 
those parts, quite inconsistent with the notion of Tim- 
othy's Episcopacy derived from St. Paul. 

We find then, the energy of the Spirit using whom 
he thought fit in authority of office, but in the conception 
of the Church we find not derivative authority and 
jurisdiction at all. There was the conferring of gift, 
there was the ordering of those enabled to order, there 
was the appointment of Elders in every city by those, 
enabled to do so, an£ the committal of doctrine to 
faithful men ; there was every care of the Church, but 
no Apostolical derivative authority ; and what has 
since been claimed is the false derivation from Peter, who 
was the Apostle of the circumcision not of the uncir- 
cumcision, and whom the Scriptures only so recognize. 
I would only add a few words as to the term "Ordain." 
There is no such word in the Scriptures in the modern 
sense of the term. Laying on of hands, to have been 
used in given instances, I do not at all deny. We have 
seen an Apostle so ordained by Laymen, afterwards con- 
ferring a gift by the same ordinance, and Timothy 
charged not to do it suddenly ; but as we find the whole 
energy of the Church continually and long carried on 
without reference to it, so the word translated "ordain'* 
has never, in Scripture, any connection with laying on 
of hands. Used or not used, Scripture does not so state 
it, the Spirit forseeing, I am persuaded, the apostasy of 
the latter day. 

In Acts i. 22. The expression here is merely an in- 
sertion of the translators. — 'See the original, where it 
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merely is — c< must one (of them) be a witness of the 
jtosarrection." 

>: The other passages are Acts xiv. 23 ; Tit, i. 5. In the 
one:" chose" or " selected Elders" — in the latter, " ap- 
point"— -^eifMroviw ana * KaOurrrjpi. 

ni There is no evidence that Timothy was left for such 
purpose. The Apostle states it to have been to guard 
doctrine, (1 Tim. i. 3.) not for the purpose of appointing 
Elders. The Epistle is a general instruction as to his 
conduct in the Church, and it does not appear that laying 
an of hands was peculiar to any such office. It may have 
been used in it, but they are never so connected in Scrip- 
ture. When Elders are spoken of, laying on of hands 
is not ; when this is spoken of, they are not. It may 
have 1 been used, but there was no Scriptural identifica- 
tion. Probably it had a much wider scope. It was 
clearly used among the Jewish Christians for sickness 
and miracles, and by the Apostle for conferring gifts. 

Further I would remark, that while the present care 
of the Church was exactly what would be consistent 
with the looking for the coming of the Lord, which 
occupied the mind of the Apostle, the arrangement of 
prospective provision by derivative authority for future 
ages, was wholly inconsistent with it. When he was 
passing by Ephesus (Acts 20.) in the consciousness that 
his personal care was closed, he warns the Elders 
on their own responsibility, although before that 
Timothy had been left to watch the place, when he went 
into Macedonia." (Acts xx. 1. 1 Tim. i. 3.) It would ap- 
pear he did not stay there long. But the charge to him 
was doctrine. All present care was, as to the way in 
which they should wait for the Lord, and committal of 
trust to those called and gifted, where needed. But the 
arrangement of derivative authority would have been 
positive unbelief. Accordingly we nnd it broken among 
the Jews where it had this character, and never attempt- 
ed among the Gentiles where the glory was manifested ; 
but taken, nominally at least, from St. Peter, when he 
was gone who withstood these things to the face. Our 
present duty is every possible care of the Churches which 
Qod by His Spirit may enable- us to take; using with 
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all diligence, humility, and energy, with crying and te 
(in which we surely may expect to use it,) whatei 
He gives us, to keep out Satan and feed the flock of G 
wherever we may be or He may send us, but lean 
in constant dependence for the constant supply of 
Spirit of His grace, as our only ground of strength, i 
when we fail, commending them to God anot to the w 
of His grace, which is able to build them up, and g 
them an inheritance among them that are sanctil 
He who knows this in spirit, will well know its sorr< 
and how near it draws one to God. But all this it*. Gc 
provision, not for the wickedness of man, but for*, t 
failure, which, in mans foolishness, shall cause . all 
centre in the glory of the^ Lord. 

But there is one further point with which we .m 
close. To the mere laying on of hands, if done spii 
ually, I know of no objection ; but reference, refere 
of the heart, to derivative authority, has quite anot' 
character. It is Judaizing. It is, if insisted upon, 
principle of apostasy, as denying the power and call 
of the Holy Ghost, or His competency to send, bl 
and sanctify. Wherever we return to Jewish praci 
as an imposed necessity we return to the idolatry of 
world. There was under the Jewish dispensation s,a 
tion of worldly elements for a given purpose, and worj 
elements, and worldly glory, and honour, had their pi 
while things" were so ordered. The principles of 
human heart which sought them, were dealt with 
their own ground and terms, though in God's w£ 
because, till the rejection of Christ, man and the wo 
were not treated with as "dead in trespasses and sir 
as "Ijfing in wickedness," as "at enmity with God;" i 
riches, and honours, and worldly things, accompaD 
the love of wisdom (2 Cron. i. 12.) and human princij 
were dealt with. But on the rejection of Christ, 
truth was brought fully out to light, the system of 
world was set aside as evil in all its elements, G< 
sanction to it in any form or sort ceased. Its " frie 
ship was enmity with God." It was convinced of 
and righteousness, set up not here in the world but 
the heavens, hid with God, revealed to faith. Juda 
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id been the place of righteousness, but iniquity was 
iund in it, and being set aside, its principles became 
erely simple worldly elements, without any sane- 
an of God at all, and with merely their own worldly 
iaracter, and the return to them became apostasy, — 
jturn to tht» mere evil world. This is the Apostle's state- 
ent, the 'force of which is by no means in general 
ifficientljr estimated. Writing to the Galatians, he 
tys chap. iv. 8. "Howbeit then, when ye knew not 
'od, ye did service to them which by nature are no gods, 
tft nrfw after that ye have known God, or rather are 
□town of God, how turn ye again to the weak and 
ago^arly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in 
Dndage ? Ye observe days, &c," That is, Gentiles 
toff had become Christians, when they looked to Jew- 
h' principles, were returning to their own old Gentile 
;ate : for what else was Judaizing now ? it was simply 
>ining the world, the ungodly world, which had not the 
pirit of God in it, and thus ending in the flesh. So the 
Lpostle argues in Col. ii. 19 — 23, especially verse 20, 
Why as tho' living in the world are ye subject to 
romances." Wherever then we turn to what is Jew- 
ih, a right thing while God's work was of this 
r of Id, we have the principle of apostacy in us ; these 
lings have the rudiments of the world in them, and 
e snail more or less join the world which has not the 
pirit, but which is at enmity with God, And where, 
would ask, has the Church looked to this derivative 
tiaracter as essential and necessary, that it has not 
>ined the world ? Receiving the principle of the world 
tto its bosom, it soon fell into its practice, and this is 
le character, the form of apostacy. The absence or 
lb version of the doctrine of justification by faith, and 
laintaining that of works for Salvation, derived author- 
y, and the Church's connection with the world, have 
rer gone together. However this may be, I refer to it 
ere merely as a fact — certainly the Church so fell, at 
rst gradually. Of this we may be sure, wherever we 
tin any Jewish principle or ordinance now, as that 
hich is our order, or obligatory upon us, we join the 
orld in it* rejected state, for these are now demonstrat- 
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ed to be the profitless elements of the world, and nothing- 
else, and the apostacy of the Church is involved, in prin- 
ciple. With whatever patience we may bear with those 
subject to them while they are under them, tlie imposi- 
tion of them as though needful is the snare of Satan, 
leading us back to that from which we are delivered ; 
for " our conversation is in heaven." History will prove 
it as to facts, to be the apostacy of the Church, though 
the Spirit of God can alone prove or shew the principle. 
I do not reject conferred authority from God where it 
can be shewn in the grace of its exercise ; derived au- 
thority from man I believe to be most evil, and to have 
apostacy in its character and principle. 

The preceding observations may seem protracted, yet 
I think the importance of the principles warrants the 
deepest consideration of the subject ; my own mind is 
very clear upon it in principle, though I may have much 
to learn in detail. I have endeavoured under the Lord's 
mercy to confine myself to the principles, to wound no 
one, the matter being not of controversy but of deep 
and everlasting truth. It is a remarkable thing that — 
while almost all the Churches hang more or less on 
derivative authority-— wherever it is settled as a system, 
we may note, first, — human derivation is its first basis, 
as a principle ; secondly, — it is connected entirely with 
St. Peter, and succession from him ; and lastly in con- 
ferring the authority, the words are made use of which 
were used by the Lord in conferring it on His Jewish 
Apostles, previous to His ascension. 
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